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Abstract: This research describes the developments and changes that the Bukharan Jewish 
community underwent during the early Soviet period – a period which seems to have had a 
profound impact on the character of Bukharan Jewish society. Such a study is critical to 
understanding the changeswithin the Bukharan Jewish community in later years.  
  
The Soviet regime effected major transformations in Russia and all over Central Asia, deeply 
influencing the lives of the citizens. These were the years of the Soviet Revolution, War 
Communism, the NEP (New Economic Policy), the creation of the Soviet Union, the so-called 
“springof nationalities”, the creation of new national republics in Central Asia, the first five-
year plan, the collectivisation of agriculture and the industrialisation of the country, the great 
famine and finally the beginning of Stalinist terror.  
  
The research focuses on a critical point in the development and transformation of Jews and the 
Jewish community in Soviet Uzbekistan during the early Stalinist era, at a time when the Soviet 
government attempted to transform the traditional, religious and “unproductive” Jewish pedlars 
into workers and farmers. The imposed transformation forced Jews to acquire new 
occupationsand to redefine their national, cultural, traditional and personal identities. This study 
describes how the Jewish community, the All-Union government agencies and the local Uzbek 
administration contributed to this process during the first 20 years of Soviet rule and the first 14 
years of Uzbekistan’s existence as a Soviet Republic.  
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